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Lodge Kelso & Tweed 58 Our link to the Past

This presentation traces the beginnings of
Freemasonry from the founding of Kelso Abbey
in 1128 to our present day Masonic Lodge

Our ancient Brethren were workers in stone, these
were the skilled stonemasons who built Kelso Abbey.
They formed themselves into Trades Guilds to protect
the skills of their trade.

Each stonemason would have created a Mark which
was chiselled on the finished stone.
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Kelso Abbey Today

It is not clear exactly when
Freemasonry began but it is
widely accepted to have
originated from the
stonemason trade guilds of the
Middle Ages, referred to as
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Saint John the Evangelist.

Kelso Abbey was dedicated the Virgin

.’7 | >’ Mary and St. John the Evangelist.
PN
‘ 1 St. John the Evangelist is also the
o | ' patron Saint of Stonemasons, and the
\ first records of the Kelso Lodge state
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Mauls in use today
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Stonemason and his Lodge

These Operative Masons formed themselves into Lodges to
protect the secrets of their trade and to ensure no unskilled
workmen would be employed.

One of the most impressiye~elements of the construction of _ _
Pbpi CUCI - BC AAlI HCSCRCCHPbP:- BCPbbi HCGI CI CYEI CRUC
using only three tools, a straight edge, compasses and a

All of these practices could be taught without the need for
specialised mathematical knowledge. It would appear that
bDbpi Ci CUIl goil BCRACYCI ACI BCYCGI Ci
generations by word of mouth, experience and practice.

Each qualified craftsman served his time as an apprentice
and was awarded a Mark which he chiselled on the finished
stone.
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IiLus 4 Kok bbey: location plan showing abbey ruins and areas excavated in 1971 and 1975-6

Site of Construction Yard
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Kelso Abbey circa 18 Century

The Infirmary-
{A0S 2F a
Lodge
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Stones from the Excavation Pit - Circa 12 Century

Vg T

fb‘

The hearth of the

X- Cg06zCCRgE
had been formed
with five

sandstone blocks

AoICAI-CBéUC-CX-CﬂéiCCX-CéSC Cgi CBRA. ]
with incised mason's mark in the form of a pentagram
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Stones from the Excavation Pit - Circa 12" Century
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18" Century O

18" century stonemason
at work dressing a stone
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Our First Minute 27 of December 1701
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AThe whi | komghanie oftthe@onourable Lodg of Kelso, under the protection of Saint
John, having met there and considered all former sederents, and that the Master and Wardin
and Treasurer, with the ofiser wer only to continou to this day. After matur deliberation, put
it to the vot, continou the first ofisers, or elect nou, and it was carried to continou. 0

This minute refers to meetings  prior_to 1701
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18" Century z the beginnings of Freemasonry
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Lodges started admittindgspeculativeMasons or '
Non-operative Masons.

time and we see the formation of Freemasonry as
we know today.

The Lodge has become a society for benevolence and
spiritual enlightenment and no longer a Trades Guild.
They were the shakers and movers of society, the
people who had power or influence.

Today members come from all walks of life. We encourage our
younger masons to become good citizens, serving our
community and promoting the welbeing of our members
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Early 18 Century Trade Guilds in Kelso

Tailors, Skinners, Weavers, Shoemakers,
Fleshers, Hammermen, Glovers

Like the early Stonemasons, these Guilds were very restrictive as to who
entered their trade. One such society was tYMhipmenswho were farm
servants, ploughmen and carters.

I fA30FAN a2 TKeldag NVPZIBRA K221 0KS 2 KALIYSY
considered to be at the other end of the social scale to the Masons and by
all accounts an undisciplined rabble of men.

There was one account referring to a series of grim rituals involving a cat
YR | 3228S®d t SNKI LA ¢9SQftf AYyQOAGS ¢KS
brethren on that particular bit of ritual
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Members of the Lodge of Kelso No. 58

George Faa (Yetholm), our first Master in 1701
Sir John Pringle of Stitchill

The Laird of Stodrig

The Honourable Mr Ker of Grien

The Laird of Clifton

William Bennet Laird of of Grubit

Mr William Ker , i (44
The Laird of Thirlestone forj,ﬁ

Dr Brown . 42 07{{47 s
Mr Ker Bamff Myln rne Sote P

Laird of Greenhead His Grace William.,

Laird of Chirrietrees Duke of Roxburghe

The Duke of Roxburghe Kelso 58, 11th August 1804
James Dickson of Ednam House

Sir Alexander Don
Walter Scott of Harden
Andrew Edmonston of Ednam



v

530 - AOEO A&£0OI 1 OE

P s
2 //;”; / 3

= T

Wb ML S

Speculative Masons Marks late 18" Century

.kat58.co.uk



kat58.co.uk

~AOAO -AOI 160 - AOEO #A#OT1
077 1rdors /h%(,/ e 7 4 1

7 ‘ ’ F
> Do ¥
‘77/ /4///1 ﬂ}/[[/ %,

1 Hillarr/ /////0044 1. fons
777 x,d)@() > piore 2y Ty | o
///?”L%/ywmm;/ T ; 7 //( b

2 : ”
///5/ (/?//2/?64 /({% "/ \'/ | (//7‘1 %/aw; 27 z//ﬂmw

Speculative Masons Marks late 18" Century
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Speculative Masons Marks late 18t Century
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Not sure what kind of employment
this Brother Hoare was engaged in!
But it seems someone objected
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